
Parents Liable for Social Hosting
Underage Drinking Parties

Source: 1 Department of State Health Services (DSHS), Texas School Survey of Substance Use Among Students (Grades 7-12) 2012. 

In Texas, 63% of middle and high school 
students report obtaining alcohol at 
parties; and almost half 46% of high school 
seniors say alcohol is always used at the 
parties they attend.1

Heavy drinking combined with limited or no supervision can create an unsafe environment where 
problems for youth beyond drinking and driving can occur:

• Assaults and violence against others
• Excessive consumption, binge drinking and alcohol poisoning
• Combination drug use
• Property damage, vandalism and stolen items
• Sexual assault,  sexually transmitted diseases (STDs/HIV), and/or unwanted pregnancy
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Hosting an Underage Drinking Party In Your Home Is Your Responsibility 

A social host is an individual that provides alcohol knowingly or unknowingly to minors in a home or 
on private property where underage drinking occurs. Texas has strict laws against providing, serving or 
furnishing alcohol to a minor, which is a Class A misdemeanor and punishable by:

• a fine of up to $4,000;
• confinement in jail for up to a year; and 
• automatic driver’s license suspension for 180 days upon conviction.                                                

* However, a person may provide alcohol to a minor if he or she is the minor’s adult parent, guardian or 
spouse, and is visibly present when the minor possesses or consumes the alcoholic beverage. 

Youth Safety At Risk During Underage Drinking Parties

1-888-THE TABC
www.tabc.texas.gov

www.2young2drink.com
www.youtube.com/tabcchannel

Underage Drinking Parties Are Against The Law
Most underage drinkers get alcohol from parties, where their parents, older 
siblings, other adults and friends provide them the alcohol. Some parents think 
that by allowing their teenager (and their child’s friends) to drink alcohol in their 
home that is safer for youth rather than allowing them to drink elsewhere. 

FACT:  In Texas, it is against the law to make alcohol available to any person 
younger than 21 years of age* in your residence, even with their parent’s 
permission. You can be held civilly liable for damages caused by a person 
younger than 18, if you provided them with alcohol or allowed them to be 
given alcohol while on your property. 

*Exception: A person may provide alcohol to a minor if her or she is the minor’s 
adult parent, guardian or spouse, and is visibly present when the minor possesses or 
consumes the alcohol.  



What is a person responsible for when they host an underage drinking party?
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• San Antonio - effective March 17, 2017
• Palmview -  effective April 4, 2017
• El Paso - effective June 6, 2017
• Odessa - effective August 25, 2017
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Texas Cities with Enacted 
Local Social Host Ordinances:

A local social host ordinance is a local 
law that includes additional liability 
for underage drinking and/or for those 
providing alcohol to minors. 

QUESTIONS?
If you have questions about local social host ordinances contact your local city, or an organization that may be 
able to provide you with additional information on local social host laws.  
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• Injuries - burns, cuts, falls, sprains, 
broken bones/teeth, concussions, comas, 
drownings, and deaths.

• Excessive alcohol consumption - 
underage drinking, binge drinking, black-
outs, vomiting, and alcohol poisoning.

• DUI/DWI - drunk driving, motor vehicle 
crashes, property damage, medical 
expenses, illness/disease or deaths, and 
police involvement.

• Acts of violence - assaults against others, 
sexual assault, unsafe sex, transmission 
of STDs/HIV, pregnancy, suicide, homicide 
and murder. 

You may be held civilly liable for any 
actions that may occur including:

Hosting an underage drinking party 
carries dangerous risks and consequences. 


