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Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission
P.O. Box 13127

Austin, Texas 78711

512-206-3333 (Information)
1-888-THE-TABC (Complaints)

TDD/TYY:  711     
questions@tabc.texas.gov 

TEX AS
ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE
COMMISSION

Liable:  The state of being legally  
obliged or responsible.

PARENTS,  
ARE YOU LIABLE?

COMPLAINTS
You may file a complaint about possible 
violations of the law on TABC-licensed premises, 
or report possible alcohol-related violations 
taking place at:   

◁ Parties or events involving minors 
illegally consuming alcoholic beverages. 

◁ A bar, restaurant, convenience or grocery 
store or other TABC-licensed location 
which is: 

* Selling alcoholic beverages to minors or 
intoxicated people;  

* Selling alcoholic beverages after the 
legal hours of sale; 

* Conducting illegal activity involving 
gambling, illicit drug use or 
prostitution;  

* Owned by someone other than the person 
named on the permit; or  

* Involved in any other illegal activity.  

◁ A Private Club (located in dry counties) 
which is serving alcoholic beverages to 
non-members of the club. TABC - Physical Address 

5806 Mesa Drive
Austin, Texas 78731 
www.tabc.texas.gov

@TXABC

@TexasABC

TABCChannel

◁ An individual illegally providing alcoholic 
beverages to a minor. 

◁ An individual selling alcoholic beverages 
without a TABC permit. 

◁ Any other illegal activity that involves 
alcoholic beverages. 

YOU MAY ALSO FILE A COMPLAINT ABOUT:

COMPLAINTS MAY BE ANONYMOUS.
(If you wish to remain anonymous, do not provide any identifying information other than 

your personal e-mail address.)

Email: complaints@tabc.texas.gov

Mail: Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission
 Enforcement Division
 P.O. Box 13127
 Austin, TX 8711

Phone: 1-888-THE-TABC

Fax: 512-206-3449

Or, in person at your local TABC office. Go to: 
www.tabc.texas.gov/contact_us/local_field_office.asp



How will a license or permit 
holder know if they are on 

the Priority List?
Risk-Based Inspections

Remember:  It is illegal for a minor to drive a 
motor vehicle or operate a watercraft while having 
ANY detectable amount of alcohol in the minor's 
system. This is also known as DUI (Driving Under 
the Influence).

WHAT THE LAW SAYSPARENTS,
Underage drinking laws are designed to 
protect minors and the community from the 
sometimes deadly consequences of underage 
drinking. 

Parents often think kids are going to drink 
anyway, so why not let them drink at home?  
Parents host parties to ensure that their 
kids don’t drink elsewhere and make sure 
they don’t drink and drive. 

Do you know you may be liable for damages 
caused by the intoxication of a minor if you 
provided, served, or allowed the minor to 
be served which contributed to the minor’s 
intoxication?

Parents accept responsibility for the 
safety of minors under 18 when the minor 
is on their property or on property leased 
by them and under their care, custody, and 
control.

Social hosting liability focuses on where 
the drinking takes place, in addition 
to who provided the alcohol. It assigns 
responsibility to those who provide alcohol 
to minors and also to those who knew or 
should have known that minors were drinking 
on their property. 

Visit our You Tube channel and watch the 
video What Really Happened to see some of 
the consequences of allowing minors to 
drink on your property.  

Remember, no alcohol under 21!

FOR MORE INFORMATION
www.tabc.texas.gov
www.2young2drink.com

www.txdot.gov
www.nih.gov
www.noys.org
www.nhtsa.gov 
www.madd.org
www.samhsa.gov
www.cadca.org 

www.alcoholfreechildren.org

PROVIDING/FURNISHING ALCOHOL TO MINORS 
TABC Code 106.06

It is against the law to make alcohol 
available to a person younger than 21 
even in your own residence, even with the 
parent’s permission. This law also applies to 
providers under the age of 21. 

If you break the law, you can face:

• A fine up to $4,000;  and/or
• Up to one year in jail; and 
• 180 days automatic driver’s license 
suspension upon conviction.

In Texas, a person may provide alcohol to a 
minor if he/she is the minor’s adult parent, 
guardian, or spouse, and is visibly present 
when the minor possesses or consumes the 
alcoholic beverage. 

CIVIL LIABILITY      
TABC Code 2.02

Texas holds parents/adults civilly liable for 
damages caused by the intoxication of a minor 
younger than 18 if they knowingly provided 
alcohol or allowed alcohol to be served on 
property owned or leased by them and:

• The minor is injured or dies as a result 
of drinking on the property.

• The underage person gets into a fight, 
falls and hurts him/herself or is 
sexually assaulted.

• The minor attending the party damages 
someone else’s property.

• The underage person who is drinking on 
the property, leaves and is involved in a 
motor vehicle accident and causes injury 
to themselves or others.

R Refuse to supply alcohol to youth.

R Be at home when your child has a party.

R Make sure alcohol is not brought into your 
home or onto your property by your child’s 
friends.

R Create alcohol-free activities in your home 
or community.

R Talk to other parents about discouraging 
alcohol at events your child will be 
attending.

R Talk to your child. Remind them never to 
get into a car with someone that has been 
drinking and NEVER drink and drive. 

R Report underage drinking to local law 
enforcement.

THINGS YOU CAN DO  
AS A PARENT

EDUCATION@TABC.TEXAS.GOV
512-206-3420

Some parents may think it is a good idea to 
let their teenager (and their teenager’s 
friends) drink alcohol at home. TABC created 
an Underage Drinking Prevention program to 
teach parents and teens about the dangers and 
possible consequences of providing alcohol 
to minors. This program encourages parents 
to talk to their children about alcohol and 
not to provide or encourage minors to consume 
alcohol under the age of 21.  The education 
materials available in the parent program are 
designed for distribution to the public at 
community events. Anyone interested in the 
program may request FREE materials at:

EDUCATION


