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110 businesses out of 1,546 were cited by 
TABC for selling to minors during spring 

break in 2017.

Possession of a fake ID can 
cost $2,000 and up to 180 

days in jail.

Minors who purchase alcohol can face 
a fine of up to $500.

30-180 days of driver’s license suspension if a person 
under 21 operates a motor vehicle while having any 

alcohol in their system.

There were 13,510 crashes in Texas 
involving young drivers who were 

driving under the influence of alcohol 
in 2016.

MINORS AND DRINKING
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Fake IDs 
 

The use of fake IDs to misrepresent one’s age, while attempting to buy an 
alcoholic beverage, is a violation of the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code. The 
possession, use, manufacture, or distribution of fake IDs is a violation of other 
state laws. The possession, use, manufacture, or distribution of counterfeit IDs - 
some of the high quality fake IDs cross that line violates both state and federal 
law.

911 Lifeline Law
A minor may not be charged with possession or consumption if they:

(1) requested emergency medical assistance in response to the possible alcohol 
overdose of the minor or another person;

(2) was the first person to make a request for emergency medical assistance under 
Subdivision (1); and

(3) if the minor requested emergency medical assistance for the possible alcohol 
overdose of another person:

(A) remained on the scene until the medical assistance arrived; and
(B) cooperated with medical assistance and law enforcement personnel.

A minor may also not be charged with possession or consumption if they report the sexual 
assault of the minor or another person, or is the victim of a sexual assault reported by 
another person to:

(1) a health care provider treating the victim of the sexual assault;
(2) an employee of a law enforcement agency, including an employee of a campus 

police department of an institution of higher education; or
(3) the Title IX coordinator of an institution of higher education or another employee of the 

institution responsible for responding to reports of sexual assault.

TABC Code § 106.07

Alcohol Poisoning 
Alcohol poisoning occurs when someone has consumed more alcohol than their body 
can safely metabolize. It takes the body 1 to 1 1/2 hours to process a single standard-
sized drink. The hardest aspect of alcohol poisoning is knowing when to get immediate 
medical assistance.


